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Abductions of Japanese Citizens by North Korea

The abductions of Japanese citizens by North Korea have robbed the victims and their families of their loved ones and
their lives. This issue has yet to be resolved, despite government’s initiatives over the years to rescue them and clarify
the full extent of the abductions and despite the intense efforts by their families. The abductees and their families are
aging. The abductions issue is a humanitarian and time-sensitive issue with no time to spare.

The Government of Japan (GoJ) will do its utmost to achieve the immediate return of all abductees.

17 Abductees |Identified by the Government of Japan
1 P ' f 11 Bl

n July 7, 1978 n August 12, 1978
Suspected Abduction Case Involving a Suspected Abduction Case Involvinga |
Mr. KUME Yutaka

Couple Mother and a Daughter
(52, Ishikawa Prefecture)

Mr. CHIMURA Yasushi

(23, Fukui Prefecture)

Ms. CHIMURA Fukie
(Maiden name HAMAMOTO)

Disappeared off the coast of Ushitsu,
Ishikawa Prefecture. His whereabouts
are unconfirmed. (North Korea denies
he entered its territory.)

E October 21,1977
Suspected Abduction Case Involving a
Woman
Ms. MATSUMOTO Kyoko
(29, Tottori Prefecture)
Disappeared on her way to a knitting
school close to her home. Her

whereabouts are unconfirmed, (North
Korea denies she entered its territory.)

November 15, 1977
Suspected Abduction Case Involving a Girl

Ms. YOKOTA Megumi
(13, Niigata Prefecture)

Disappeared on her way home
from school in Niigata city. Her
whereabouts are unconfirmed.
(North Korea claims she committed
suicide.)

In or around June 1978

Suspected Abduction Case Involving a
Former Restaurant Worker

Mr. TANAKA Minoru

(28, Hyogo Prefecture)

Disappeared after departing Japan
for Europe. His whereabouts are
unconfirmed. (North Korea denies he
entered its territory))

In or around June 1978
Suspected Abduction Case of Lee Un-Hae

Ms. TAGUCHI Yaeko

(22, unknown)
Her whereabouts are unconfirmed.
(North Korea claims she died in a traffic
accident.)

(23, Fukui Prefecture)

Disappeared after going out stating that
they were going on a date.

The couple returned to Japan in October
2002,

Ms. SOGA Hitomi

(19, Niigata Prefecture)

Ms. SOGA Miyoshi

(46, Niigata Prefecture)

Disappeared after going out, stating
that they were going shopping. Ms.
SOGA Hitomi returned to Japan in
October 2002,

Ms. MIYOSHI's whereabouts
are unconfirmed. (North Korea
denies she entered its territory.)

July 31,1978
Suspected Abduction Case Involving a

Couple

Mr. HASUIKE Kaoru

(20, Niigata Prefecture)

Ms. HASUIKE Yukiko
(Maiden name OKUDO)
(22, Niigata Prefecture)
Mr. HASUIKE Kaoru disappeared after

out and would soon be back. Similarly,
Ms. OKUDO Yukiko disappeared after
going out,

The couple returned to Japan in October
2002.

he went out stating that he was going |

B August 12, 1978
Suspected Abduction Case Involving a
Couple

Mr. ICHIKAWA Shuichi

(23, Kagoshima Prefecture)

Ms. MASUMOTO Rumiko

Disappeared after going out, stating
that they were going to see the sunset

unconfirmed. (North Korea claims that
each of the couple died of a heart attack
while swimming in the ocean.)

(24, Kagoshima Prefecture) -

on the beach. Their whereabouts are |

In or around May 1980

Suspected Abduction Case Involving
Japanese Males in Europe

Mr. ISHIOKA Toru

(22, Europe)

Mr. MATSUKI Kaoru

(26, Europe)

Both disappeared during

their stay in Europe. Their
whereabouts are unconfirmed.
(North Korea claims that Mr. '(
ISHIOKA has died in a gas :
accident and that Mr. MATSUKI
died in a traffic accident.)

Mr. HARA Tadaaki

(43, Miyazaki Prefecture)
Disappeared in Miyazaki Prefecture. 3
His whereabouts are unconfirmed. [
(North Korea claims he died of Ay
cirrhosis of the liver)

m In or around July 1983
Suspected Abduction Case Involving a
Japanese Woman in Europe

Ms. ARIMOTO Keiko

(23, Europe)

Disappeared in Europe. Her whereabouts
are unconfirmed.

(North Korea claims that she died in
a gas accident))

M Locations where abductees disappeared

I North Korea claims the death of the abductees.
I North Korea denies the abductees entered its territory.
I Returned to Japan

®

Sea of Japan

0)

S0

()
©

9 The location where abduction
took place is unknown

Cases of Missing Persons in Which the Possibility of Abduction by North Korea Cannot be Ruled Out

With the recognition that, in addition to the 17 Japanese citizens already identified as having been abducted by North
Korea, there are other cases in which the possibility of abduction by North Korea cannot be ruled out, the GoJ has been
conducting information gathering and investigation activities both in Japan and overseas while maintaining close
cooperation among the relevant ministries and agencies in every possible effort to solve the matter.
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Q1

What
issue?

IS

the

abductions

A1

Since 1991, the Government of Japan (GodJ) has raised
the abductions issue by North Korea at every possible
opportunity, as the authorities’ investigation into missing
Japanese citizens cases and testimonies of defecting
North Korean agents have revealed several strongly
suspected cases of abductions by North Korea.

North Korea had stubbornly kept denying for quite some
time that it had abducted Japanese citizens. At the
Japan-North Korea Summit Meeting held in September
2002, however, North Korea’s leader Kim Jong-ll, then
Chairman of the National Defense Commission,
admitted the abduction of Japanese people for the first
time and apologized to then Prime Minister Koizumi
Junichiro. But only five of the abductees have returned
to Japan.

In addition to the five abductees, the God has strongly
demanded North Korea to promptly return the abductees
to Japan, and also has repeatedly requested North
Korea the provision of relevant information on cases in
which the possibility of abduction by North Korea cannot
be ruled out, including cases involving so-called
“unidentified missing Japanese probably related to North
Korea.”
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Q2

Why did North Korea abduct
Japanese people?

A2

The full truth behind the abductions remains
purposefully unclear, so nothing can be said
definitively at this point. However, it is deemed that
North Korea committed these abductions, which are
unprecedented crimes sponsored by the North
Korean government, for the following reasons:

1) disguising North Korean agents as Japanese
citizens;

2) forcing abductees to train North Korean agents to
act as Japanese;

3) recruitment by the “Yodo-go” group®*, which is still
being harbored in North Korea.

*(Note)

An inclusive term for the hijackers who hijacked Japan Airlines
Flight 351 (commonly known as the “Yodo-go”)

on March 31, 1970, and their family members.
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Q3

Is North Korea making a
false statement in claiming
that the abductions issue
“has already been resolved”?

A3

North Korea has been claiming that it has already
returned all the surviving abductees and that the
remaining abductees have either died or never
entered its territory, and hence that the abductions
Issue has already been resolved.

North Korea, however, has only provided extremely
unnatural and thoroughly unconvincing evidence of
the “death” of abductees.

During the Japan-North Korea Intergovernmental
Consultations held in May 2014, “despite its
previous position”, North Korea made a
commitment to conducting comprehensive and full-
scale investigations on all Japanese nationals,
including the abductees, then expressed its
intention to resolve all related issues. The God will
continue to do everything in its power to realize the
return of all the abductees.
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Q4

How many Japanese people
were abducted by North
Korea?

A4

17 are identified by the GodJ as victims of abduction
by North Korea. Of those, five have returned to
Japan, but 12 abductees still have not returned
home.

In addition, it has also been revealed that two
young Korean domicile children were abducted
from Japan.

Moreover, there are many other missing Japanese
people for whom the possibility of abduction cannot
be ruled out*. The GoJ has been urging North
Korea to return all the abductees, regardless of
whether they are officially identified as such, back
to Japan immediately.

*(Note)

The GodJ is continuing information gathering, investigations
and inquiries both in Japan and overseas about the missing
871 persons (as of January 2024) for whom the possibility of
abduction cannot be ruled out.



AbS

- FIHEENHRICKRE IS Z&ICLY ., RN
1R T OTANDES R E ., JbFEFIC &>
TR ENHEOSMNIRBZ EZE/RNTL)

BEHEEZSNTVET,
Q5 e A X _
LB (F R EBHT=DIZ, & - BIZIE. £BE (F4L-E3k) LEETT
gbfg#ﬁ.f:@uAﬁW\ EE (R/NA) 1& 1987F11H. BAXRAIZRY
ZOTTH? TFU CEEDOMTHEE B UELZ, B

mIL{EEF. AEmEER (HONEFSA) D
b EZI:; 0)%&% EXU-T (\:.I:IIEI:I b?b\aia_o

« UMU. JtEEEILC OEHADESZEWETCER
HTHHT. EBENASHICRDICEEZEZNT
HOTAZBESE TCLWERWEEDNTLWETD,



Q5

Why are there abductees
who cannot come back to
Japan although North Korea
has admitted their abduction?

AS

It is suspected that North Korea considers it risky
that inconvenient facts about the country such as
committing espionage and terrorist activities will be
revealed by returning the abductees to Japan.

For instance, former North Korean agent Kim Hyon-
Hui passed herself as Japanese and blew up an
airplane of the ROK in November 1987.

Kim Hyon-Hui gave testimony that she learned
Japanese from an abductee (Ms. TAGUCHI Yaeko).

In the meantime, North Korea has not admitted to
having been involved in this incident, and has not
returned Ms. Taguchi back to Japan for fear that the
truth will be revealed if she returns.
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Q6

What actions is the God

taking to resolve
abductions issue?

the

AG

The GodJ has been strongly demanding North Korea
to take actions to resolve the abductions issue, and
implementing various measures on North Korea
such as bans on imports from and exports to North
Korea.

By taking the opportunities of bilateral talks and
international conferences, the GodJ is seeking the
understanding and cooperation of other countries
on the abductions issue.

In addition, the GoJ is gathering information on the
abductees, and conducting investigations and
inquiries about the missing Japanese people for
whom the possibility of abduction cannot be ruled
out.
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Q7

What kind of negotiation
policy is the GodJ following
against North Korea in order
to resolve the abductions
issue?

A7

In accordance with the Japan-DPRK Pyongyang
Declaration, the GoJ’s policy towards North Korea
is the comprehensive resolution of the outstanding
issues of concern such as the abductions, nuclear
and missile issues.

As regards the GodJ’s future efforts to resolve the
abductions issue, the God intends to continue to
demand North Korea to fulfil the Stockholm
Agreement and will take every measure to achieve
the immediate return of all abductees.
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Q38

How does the international

community see
abductions issue?

the

A8

According to the final report published by the
Commission of Inquiry (COI) on Human Rights in
the DPRK in February 2014, victims of abduction by
North Korea are not only from Japan but also from
other countries including the ROK, Lebanon,
Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Romania, France,
Italy, the Netherlands, and China.

The abductions issue is a human rights issue that
should be raised by countries around the world,
regardless of whether their people have been
abducted. The international community demands
that North Korea resolve the abductions issue
immediately, as is evident from the adoption, by
majority vote, of a resolution based on the report by
the COI at the UN General Assembly in December
2014 and the annual adoptions of Resolutions on
the Situation of Human Rights in the DPRK by the
UN General Assembly and the Human Rights
Council.



The Online Symposium
in the UN on the Abductions Issue
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June 26, 2025

The Online Symposium in the UN on the
Abductions Issue was held, co-hosted by
Australia, Japan, Republic of Korea, the
US, and the EU, with the attendance of the
families of victims. 3

Scan here to watch the video Seitr
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July 1, 2025

Ms. Elizabeth Salmoén, the UN Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the DPRK met with the families of
abductees.
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