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Abduction. When people hear the word "abduction," [ believe they imagine a villain
demanding money in exchange for the person they have kidnapped. But in this case it is
very different. A government abducting a person. It's not one person abducting someone;

it's a government abducting someone.

This may seem absurd to hear, but it has happened many times over the past 60
years. Japanese people have been abducted by the North Korean government. 17
abductions by the North Korean government have been certi, ed. But more than 800
people are on a list of ¢likely abductees." In all47 Japanese prefectures, there is not
one prefecture that does not have anyone on a list.

In September 2002 the prime minister of Japan at the time, Mr. Junichiro Koizumi,
was able to start talks with the North Korean government, better known as the Japan-
North Korea Summit meetings. Here the North Korean government admitted to abducting
17 Japanese citizens and apologized. In the end 5 were sent home to Japan. When
Japan asked about the remaining 12, North Korea's response was, 8 dead, 4 never made
it into the country.

When someone is abducted, families are devastated. How do people with family
members who were abducted feel? I was fortunate to have the opportunity to talk to one
of the victims in a lesson at my school. His name is Mr. Hajime Matsumoto, brother of the
abductee Ms. Kyouko Matsumoto. Ms. Matsumoto was abducted on October 21st, 1977.
She was headed to a knitting class close to her house when she was stopped by two

men who likely abducted her.

In the lesson Mr. Matsumoto talked about his sister's hobbies. He said that she was
a great knitter and loved travelling. She had plans to go to a shopping mall that weekend
and was planning trips. He also talked about his mother, who died without seeing her
daughter, and told us that people are getting old. Many families die without seeing their
loved ones.

In the lesson I was able to ask Mr. Matsumoto a couple of questions. In one of the
questions, I asked him what he would say ifand when Ms. Matsumoto came back. His

response was "okaeri,"which means "welcome home" in Japanese.

When T heard this, [ thought of my family and how small actions like saying "Hello,"
"Good-bye," and "Thank you" are very special. For people like Mr. Matsumoto, these

small things are no longer exist.

Ibelieve the best thing that we can do is to let people all over the world know about
this tragedy and not look at these abductions as someone else's problem but as all of
humanityé mission to solve, as abduction is a human rights violation. It has never been
and never will be okay. We all must acknowledge, understand, and tell what happened.
So that this tragedy never happens again and that the ones that did happen are solved as
soon as possible. We must never forget what happened.
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