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“How could such a tragedy happen here?” As | walked the path from Megumi
Yokota’s middle school to her home, this question lingered in my brain.

Having learned about the North Korean abduction recently, | decided to go to
Niigata and visit the very place where Megumi was abducted. A plain and almost
familiar road, with no indication of any danger. | would have never guessed that
such a horrendous crime was committed in such an ordinary setting.

| also had the opportunity to listen to a lecture this February in Nagano by
Takuya Yokota, the younger brother of Megumi. Through his words, | truly felt the
pain of not only Megumi, but also her family. | was deeply moved by their
relentless efforts to spread awareness so that the incident would not be a distant
memory. This issue isn’t just about Megumi Yokota either. There are 17 people
confirmed to have been abducted, and around 880 people who may have been
taken by North Korea. As Mr. Yokota told us, the families of the victims keep
fighting every day. We mustn’t forget that they are all wishing to be reunited.

So why is it that this crime hasn’t been solved yet, and what can we do to
resolve it? | believe that a big factor is the decline of interest, especially within the
younger generation. | was never taught of this issue at school, and it seems to be
the case for many other students nowadays. | heard that even the students in
Niigata take the story of Megumi as a history lesson, not an ongoing problem.

| firmly believe that worldwide cooperation is crucial in resolving this issue,
since it is deeply affected by international relations. However, during the 5 years
| spent in Russia and the US, | had never heard the problem being mentioned.
This needs to change. | have taken my first steps of spreading the word by
informing my friends and teachers | met abroad. Although this may seem like
nothing compared to the monstrous scale of the crime, each individual effort we
make counts. As the families of the victims grow older, it is more necessary than
ever to bring awareness to this issue. We are not powerless in this situation.
Every word that we use to discuss the issue helps to prevent the story of all the
victims from being forgotten. With the rise of social media, our generation is
capable of spreading information far and wide at a very fast pace. Making use of
this, | plan to disseminate videos by collaborating with the people | have met
across the globe and bring the abduction issue onto a global stage.

We must acknowledge the crime as something that involves each and every
one of us, and actively seek any solutions to this problem. Just as the families of
the victims keep fighting, we must also fight to see the North Korean abduction
issue to an end.
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