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What we should do now?
Takeuchi Mayu

11th grade, Saijo High School

Remember a happy birthday party you've enjoyed with your family. Now, imagine that you'll never
see your family again the day after that. This is exactly what Yokota Megumi’s family experienced. 45
years have passed since she was abducted by North Korean agents. According to a public opinion poll
carried out by the Cabinet Office in 2017, 85.3% of people in their sixties remained interested in the
abduction issue, compared to only 64.9% of young people. What should we teenagers do to solve the
international issue? I believe we should do two things: develop our knowledge of the issue and take
action.

First, we must improve our knowledge. When I initially learned about the abduction issue in junior
high school, I realized what a gross violation of human rights Megumi’s family had suffered. It opened
my eyes to the injustice. Since then, I've always asked myself what I can do to resolve this issue. Before
writing this essay, I watched the Japanese animation MEGUMI. There was a scene that left a deep
impression on me. Shigeru, Megumi's father was given a comb as a birthday present by Megumi on the
day before the incident. For 42 years, Shigeru had always carried the gift in his breast pocket. At his
funeral, Sakie, Megumi’'s mother, did not put the comb in Shigeru’s coffin. Instead, Sakie decided she
would keep hold of it, so if they were ever reunited, Megumi could see that her father had always been
thinking of her. I feel strongly that we young people should inherit the determination of Mr. and Mrs.
Yokota. We need more opportunities to learn about these struggles.

Second, we must take actions ourselves. So far, I have always shared what I learned in class with my

family. My mother says that she remembers our talk about the abduction issue. It's so important to
share our opinions with those around us and get them interested in human rights issues. Currently I'm
a member of a committee on human rights education. I hope to hold activities to educate the public
during North Korean Human Rights Abuses Awareness Week. I want to tell all the students at school
about some events, which are available on YouTube. Fortunately, after reading my ideas, my teacher
promoted my action and introduced the anime of MEGUMI in the school newsletter for students and
parents. I'm sure that expressing our opinions will inspire others to take action, too.

In conclusion, this essay outlines two steps all young people can take: develop our knowledge of the
issue and take action. The most important thing in learning about human right issues is to never give
up. I want to increase opportunities for young people to learn by continuing to enlighten them.
Moreover, I hope they themselves will spread the knowledge they have learned. For this reason, I want
to be a leader who can constantly push myself to learn more. I'll continue to research the abduction
issue and strive for a resolution.
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Familiar Problems

Shirahama Masaaki
9th grade, Anan Municipal Fukui Junior High School

After I watched the Megumi video, I was curious why North Korea was abducting people and what
was happening to the people who were not returning. Thus, I researched it.

It turns out that the abductions conducted by North Korea were for the purpose of using Japanese
people to train operatives and subjugate South Korea to the North's view of “unity” in the Korean
Peninsula.

The video had an impressive scene featuring a figure of a person walking over a leaflet without even
paying attention to it. It was shocking to those who sincerely hoped for Megumi return to Japan and
believed in their campaign. However, not only had their papers been carelessly trampled, but it was as
if their own hearts had been crushed as well. It felt as though Japan was not even interested in the
abduction issue taking place ‘-- and that was a huge problem. In order to solve important human rights
issue, there must be general interest and concern regarding those matters.

When I was in elementary school, I read a book written by Dr. King from the United States. He
confronted racism not with violence, but with protest. He appealed to many about the absurdities of
discrimination. Perhaps no better phrase captures his perspective than this particular one: “We
remember the silence of our friends, not the words of our enemies.” It is a reminder that those who
remain silent and overlook the suffering of others quietly stand with those who discriminate. I think
that it's very easy to avoid personal responsibility in situations like these because the problems often
seem so large. It's simple to just assure ourselves that we are completely powerless. However, this
mindset only further torments victims and their families, as well as hinders any real progress towards
ending such heinous abduction crimes.

In order to resolve the abduction issue, we must first be willing acknowledge the reality of its
existence. We can’t solve a problem if we simply keep stepping over it. Additionally, we must also be
able to imagine what kind of days Megumi, her parents, other victims, and their families have faced. We
must work together and make great efforts to resolve this heartbreaking issue as soon as possible.
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%3 88 Now, it is our turn

Murayama Kaho
10th grade, Takeda Junior & Senior High School

“Mom! Mom!” In the pitch-dark, cold boat, Megumi Yokota cried and screamed for 40 hours, scratching
here and there in doorways and walls, and when she arrived in North Korea, her fingernails were
almost peeled off and she was covered in blood.

From the day she disappeared, her family’s life changed forever. At night, her father cried in the bath
and her mother cried alone away from the family.

Could you bear it if your happiness is suddenly destroyed?
Could you bear it if your loved one suddenly disappear in this way?

I want you to take some time to think about this. If your sibling disappears without any trace, no one
had contact with you for ransom. You can’t anything but wait for your sibling will come back. If I were
in the situation, I wouldn't know what to do. And I would feel hopeless to live.

Such as inhumane incident actually happened in Japan.

17 Japanese people, including Yokota Megumi, were abducted by North Korea. They abducted people
not only from Japan but also from several other countries and regions of the world. My heart ache this
unforgivable state- sponsored incident.

The perposes of the abduction were both the spy-training and the Japanese instruction for the agents.
North Korea acknowledged the abduction at the first Japan-North Korea summit and it was even after
25 years later after Megumi's abduction had occurred. It took so many years that this tragedy was
shown to the public.

The incident has not yet been resolved, and unfortunately due to aging, some family members have
passed away without ever seeing their abductees. What can we do achieve this? Japanese school should
dedicate a time to think about this abduction issue. Actually there is a special week “North Korean
Human Rights Abuses Awareness Week” in Japan, but in reallity few people, especially younger
generation know this week. How about providing a study time on the abduction issue at each school
once a year, such as peace studies? We should start with learning the background of North Korea why
they had abducted, including history. We also must ask the Japanese government to share the latest
information.

The abduction issue must never happen again, and we younger generation, must not give up and
stand up for a solution.
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