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@ Until they return

3rd Grade, Yonago Hokuto Junior High School

SUSHIDABANCHI Taishi

puicer =i

Abduction. When people hear the word "abduction," | believe they imagine a villain demand-
ing money in exchange for the person they have kidnapped. But in this case it is very different.
A government abducting a person. It's not one person abducting someone; it's a government
abducting someone.

This may seem absurd to hear, but it has happened many times over the past 60 years. Japa-
nese people have been abducted by the North Korean government. 17 abductions by the North
Korean government have been certified. But more than 800 people are on a list of “likely ab-
ductees." In all 47 Japanese prefectures, there is not one prefecture that does not have anyone
on a list.

In September 2002 the prime minister of Japan at the time, Mr. Junichiro Koizumi, was able to
start talks with the North Korean government, better known as the Japan-North Korea Summit
meetings. Here the North Korean government admitted to abducting 17 Japanese citizens and
apologized. In the end 5 were sent home to Japan. When Japan asked about the remaining 12,
North Korea's response was, 8 dead, 4 never made it into the country.

When someone is abducted, families are devastated. How do people with family members who
were abducted feel? | was fortunate to have the opportunity to talk to one of the victims in a
lesson at my school. His name is Mr. Hajime Matsumoto, brother of the abductee Ms. Kyouko
Matsumoto. Ms. Matsumoto was abducted on October 21st, 1977. She was headed to a knitting
class close to her house when she was stopped by two men who likely abducted her.

In the lesson Mr. Matsumoto talked about his sister's hobbies. He said that she was a great
knitter and loved travelling. She had plans to go to a shopping mall that weekend and was plan-
ning trips. He also talked about his mother, who died without seeing her daughter, and told us
that people are getting old. Many families die without seeing their loved ones.

In the lesson | was able to ask Mr. Matsumoto a couple of questions. In one of the questions, |
asked him what he would say if and when Ms. Matsumoto came back. His response was
"okaeri,"which means "welcome home" in Japanese.

When | heard this, | thought of my family and how small actions like saying "Hello,"
"Good-bye," and "Thank you" are very special. For people like Mr. Matsumoto, these small
things are no longer exist.

| believe the best thing that we can do is to let people all over the world know about this trag-
edy and not look at these abductions as someone else's problem but as all of humanity’ s mis-
sion to solve, as abduction is a human rights violation. It has never been and never will be okay.
We all must acknowledge, understand, and tell what happened. So that this tragedy never hap-
pens again and that the ones that did happen are solved as soon as possible. We must never
forget what happened.
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@ How to solve the abduction issue

3rd Grade, Uto Junior High School

MURAKAMI Haru

i A

The North Korean abduction issue is a problem that started in the 1970s and 1980s. During
that time, North Korea kidnapped many Japanese people. North Korea wanted to use them to
train spies. Many people were taken, and some of them are still missing. This is a serious prob-
lem and is still not solved today.

One of the victims was Kaoru Matsuki. He was 26 years old and from Kumamoto. In 1980, he
was kidnapped by North Korea. His family did not know what happened to him. They searched
for him for many years. They are still hoping he will come home someday. No one knows exactly
why he was taken, but his story shows the deep pain his family feels. His family and many
people continue to try to find the truth.

Another well-known case is Megumi Yokota. She was 13 years old and lived in Niigata. She was
also kidnapped in 1977. Her case became very famous in Japan and around the world. At first,
her parents didn’ t know where she went. When they found out she was taken to North Korea,
they were very sad. Her parents have worked very hard for many years to bring her back. Many
people in Japan and in other countries support them.

What can we do?

1. Learn and understand. First, we need to learn about the abduction issue. We can study it in
school, read books, or watch news programs. When we learn, we can understand how hard this
problem is for the victims and their families.

2. Join and support. Next, we can join events or sign petitions. We can also give money to
groups that help the families. These actions are small, but they are important. If many people
speak up, the government and international groups may take stronger action.

3. Support the families. The families have waited for many years. They are still hoping their
loved ones will come home. We can support them by watching TV shows about the abductions
or sharing their stories.

4. Tell the next generation. It is important to tell younger people about the abduction issue. If
we teach them, this problem will not be forgotten. Learning history helps us avoid the same
mistakes in the future.

The abduction issue is not solved yet. People like Kaoru Matsuki and Megumi Yokota are still
missing. Their families are still waiting. We must keep learning, supporting, and acting. Each of
us can make a difference. Together, we can help bring the abducted people back home.
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@ Bring the abduction issue onto a global stage

11th Grade, Private High School in Tokyo

ISHIKAWA Towako

puicer =i

“How could such a tragedy happen here?” As | walked the path from Megumi Yokota’ s middle
school to her home, this question lingered in my brain.

Having learned about the North Korean abduction recently, | decided to go to Niigata and
visit the very place where Megumi was abducted. A plain and almost familiar road, with no indi-
cation of any danger. | would have never guessed that such a horrendous crime was committed
in such an ordinary setting.

| also had the opportunity to listen to a lecture this February in Nagano by Takuya Yokota, the
younger brother of Megumi. Through his words, | truly felt the pain of not only Megumi, but
also her family. | was deeply moved by their relentless efforts to spread awareness so that the
incident would not be a distant memory. This issue isn’ t just about Megumi Yokota either.
There are 17 people confirmed to have been abducted, and around 880 people who may have
been taken by North Korea. As Mr. Yokota told us, the families of the victims keep fighting
every day. We mustn’ t forget that they are all wishing to be reunited.

So why is it that this crime hasn’ t been solved yet, and what can we do to resolve it? | believe
that a big factor is the decline of interest, especially within the younger generation. | was never
taught of this issue at school, and it seems to be the case for many other students nowadays. |
heard that even the students in Niigata take the story of Megumi as a history lesson, not an on-
going problem.

| firmly believe that worldwide cooperation is crucial in resolving this issue, since it is deeply
affected by international relations. However, during the 5 years | spent in Russia and the US, |
had never heard the problem being mentioned. This needs to change. | have taken my first
steps of spreading the word by informing my friends and teachers | met abroad. Although this
may seem like nothing compared to the monstrous scale of the crime, each individual effort we
make counts. As the families of the victims grow older, it is more necessary than ever to bring
awareness to this issue. We are not powerless in this situation. Every word that we use to dis-
cuss the issue helps to prevent the story of all the victims from being forgotten. With the rise of
social media, our generation is capable of spreading information far and wide at a very fast
pace. Making use of this, | plan to disseminate videos by collaborating with the people | have
met across the globe and bring the abduction issue onto a global stage.

We must acknowledge the crime as something that involves each and every one of us, and ac-
tively seek any solutions to this problem. Just as the families of the victims keep fighting, we
must also fight to see the North Korean abduction issue to an end.
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@ Everyone Has The Right To Be Happy

Juiche 3

10th Grade, Uguisudani High School

SUGIYAMA Koko

| felt a sense of urgency when | found out that with Keiko’ s father, Akihiro Arimoto, passing
away this February, Megumi’ s mother, Sakie Yokota, is now the only surviving parent of the ab-
ductees. Together with their families, we must now carry all the hopes and wishes that so many
people have harbored throughout the years.

At first, | hesitated to write about this topic because | saw the abduction issue as something
distant. However, my perspective changed drastically after watching a video message from the
families of abductees. | recall Mr. Arimoto saying something that truly stayed with me. He said
that he would never complain or simply ask people to “save Keiko,” because he believed it
wouldn’ t be a true solution if only his daughter returned. Keiko Arimoto vanished in October
1983 while studying in Europe, and her last letter was sent from Copenhagen, Denmark. Re-
gardless of how much time has passed, her family has never stopped fighting for all the abduct-
ees. Their intense gazes and every single word in that video were deeply moving.

That was when | decided to use my own words in English to share their message with the
world, creating an opportunity for more people to think about this crucial issue. Why? Because |
realized the abduction issue wasn’ t just “their problem” anymore—it was “ours.”

To begin with, | thought about my own life. | live in Aichi and go to school in Gifu. Since I’ m
far from where the abductions occurred, | had never really thought about it seriously. But that is
no excuse to remain ignorant. People all over the world have been working hard to achieve the
goal of “bringing all the abductees home.” | believe we all have a role to play in understanding
this, no matter where we live. As a first step, | think more schools—not just in Japan but every-
where—should require students to write essays about the abduction issue. Writing these essays
allows students to actively seek information, develop critical thinking skills, and form their own
opinions. When they put their thoughts into words, the issue stops being “their” problem and
becomes “my"” problem. Therefore, we need to start by creating opportunities in our schools to
face these issues head-on.

On the day all the abductees finally land at the airport, | want to be there with their families. |
want to say “Welcome home” with all my heart. No matter how small my words may seem, | will
keep speaking out in English, hoping that day will come as soon as possible. That’ s why I’ m
writing this to you: “"Everyone has the right to be happy.” And we must not forget that abduc-
tions take away that right. With this understanding, everyone must take action to solve this
issue and ensure it is never forgotten. The first step can be anything—researching the current
situation or watching the animation MEGUMI. Let’ s work toward making a world where every-
one can truly be happy.
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