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Our solution
Abductions of Japanese Citizens by North Korea
To my helpless self

“With the world ~What we can do as high school students~"
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‘ Our solution
TANI Sota

9th grade, Kumamoto Prefectural Uto Junior High School

e g

A couple who wished to be as happy as possible. It was a simple wish, but one day that happiness was suddenly
shattered. They can't see, talk or even be near each other, The Yokota family has actually had to deal with such a harsh
situation. It is impossible for us to understand how much hard they felt.

In the 2017 public opinion poll on foreign affairs released by the Cabinet Office 40 years after the abduction of
Megumi Yokota, 78. 3% of respondents cited the issue of Japanese abductions, falling below 80% for the first time and
the become lowest since 2002. I found that particularly younger people were not interested in the issue, and I tried to
found out why the level of interest had declined. I believe it is the bias of media coverage on nuclear issues. I want you to
look up "North Korea News" on the Internet right now. It is the clear evident that most of the coverages are on the
nuclear issues, but very few articles on abductions. So I believe what is important for young people is the opportunities to
learn about abductions. There are two specific ways to take advantage of these opportunity.

First, we should have discussions with people around us. By talking about the abduction issues with friends or family
members, we can exchange opinions and deepen our interests in the issues and exchange correct information. In fact, my
class had time to learn and exchange ideas in civic class. In the class, we had several ways to exchange our opinions, and
found contradictions between the general opinions and the emotional opinions. Discussion s give us the benefit of
increasing concreteness and making it easier to take action.

Second, we should actively participate in awareness-raising activities. In fact, I did not know much about abductions
until I studied them. However, my teacher taught us abduction issues and I became interested in them, which gave me
the opportunity to look into them deeply. So I think it is wonderful to participate in something like this contest that can
teach us a lot and even others.

In a world where compassion often fades amidst daily routines, the story of the Yokota family stands as a poignant
reminder of the fragility of happiness and the need for unwavering empathy. Their heartrending experience serves as a
call to action for each of us to transcend our own concerns and engage earnestly with issues that shape lives beyond our
own. By breaking the cycle of apathy through genuine discussions and active participation, we can infuse our generation
with a renewed sense of responsibility, awakening the potential for positive change and a brighter future.

There is a limitation to what we can do, but there is a great value in what we can do. We, students, can do what I told
you. At the end of this essay, I will tell all of you that I will sustain my curiosity, try hard to spread knowledge about the
abduction issues to people around the world, and contribute to the solution.
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() Abductions of Japanese Citizens by North Korea
Elio ESPOSITO

7th grade, AOBA-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

November 15, 1977, was like any other ordinary school day for a thirteen-year-old girl named Megumi Yokota who
lived in Niigata. Megumi walked home from school after her badminton practice but she didn’t come home and was
never heard from again.

As I consider myself a normal thirteen-year-old student living in Japan, I can’t imagine the fear and pain that
Megumi’s family must have experienced. I wonder if Megumi herself could even comprehend what was happening to her
and when she would learn that the strangers who abducted her were North Korean spies.

At the time, the former North Korean leader Kim Jong-il gave the green light for a program to abduct Japanese
citizens. This decision resulted in seventeen Japanese citizens being abducted. The purpose of this program was to use
Japanese abductees to assist the agents in the North Korean Reconnaissance General Bureau (“RGB”) with Japanese
language and culture so they could be more effective spies. They also stole the abductee’s identity when they travelled
abroad on missions.

Megumi was the first abductee taken in Japan by North Korea in 1977. In subsequent years another sixteen Japanese
citizens were abducted plus an unknown number of people from various countries including South Korea, China,
Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, Romania, France, Lebanon and Italy. My own family originated in Italy and Japan so
was shocking to learn that abductees were taken from both countries and could easily have been members of my family.

It was not until September 17, 2002, that the North Korean government admitted and apologized for thirteen
abductions of Japanese citizens. The North Korean government made this announcement to normalize relations with the
Japanese government. The North Koreans also acknowledged that only five abductees were still alive and would be
returned. Unfortunately, Megumi was said to have died in 1994 however her family cannot accept this information
without evidence. Many of the other families of abductees who were said to have died feel the same way as Megumi’s
family.

Since 2002, there hasn't been any significant progress regarding this North Korean abduction issue despite ongoing
Japanese public interest. Despite the complexity of this issue, I still believe a solution is possible. Similar to the South
African Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Japan and North Korea could arrange a similar commission for
abductees and their families. Such talks should focus on the truth, not to blame or punish those responsible. Only
through the truch will the victims and their families find some peace and closure.

In conclusion, these abductions are an unresolved but important issue for the Japanese people. Despite the political
challenges, I believe the only solution involves disclosing the truth about what happened to each abductee. I hope one
day the truth will be revealed including that of Megumi.
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) To my helpless self
OKUDA Ria

11th grade, Osaka Prefectural Suito Kokusai Junior & Senior High School
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"It is okay because Japan is at peace."

I think somewhere in the back of my mind I was thinking like that. No one can imagine that their beloved family
would disappear the day after their birthday. However, that is what actually happened to Megumi Yokota and her family.

Watching the anime "Megumi" triggered me to think deeply about the North Korea abduction issue. Even though I
could not truly understand the heartache, I was able to put myself in their shoes. It is easy to imagine that both I and my
family would suffer if my family became victims or if I became a victim myself. My mother also likes to take pictures
and record her experiences, so there was an overlap with Megumi's father, who often took pictures. I felt from the bottom
of my heart that this should never happen.

"What do you think we should do to get them back?" When my teacher asked me, I thought even if a complete
solution was difficult, I thought it was possible to take a step toward a solution or to prevent it. I have two ways to do
this.

The first is to build community ties. I think it is important to have local connections and watchful eyes in order to
prevent not only abductions but also kidnappings. Ms. Megumi was abducted in a secluded place. A system that notifies
people that they have left school when they return home may seem a bit cumbersome, but I thought it would be good to
utilize such a system as well, since we believe it also prevents incidents.

The second is to communicate the information without letting it fade away. I think that the fading away of the
incident is the worst thing that can happen to the victims' families and in terms of the prevention of future incidents.
Megumi's brother also said, "The thing I fear the most is the fading away of the incident."

Also, in "Megumi," what impressed me was Megumi's mother's comment, "I don't hold grudges against the North
Koreans, I just want them back. Even with the abduction and missile issues, it is not okay to hate North Korea as a
whole." Simply hating North Korea will not solve anything, and only time will pass. Since this is a problem between
countries, I felt that it is important for the people of the country to raise their voices together. In addition, in"Megumi," I
was also impressed by the fact that passersby ignored the flyers of the victims' families. We must not think that it is
irrelevant, but think of it as if it were our own matter and raise our voices.

It is easy to think that we cannot do anything because we are powerless. However, that will not change anything. It is
important to actively communicate with local people and schools, to use systems to ensure safety, and to be very aware of

the abduction issue and communicate it.
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‘ “With the world ~What we can do as high school students~"
TANAKA Yuki

10th grade, Shukutoku Senior High School

I don't want to tell a lie, so I'll tell what I honestly think about “the abduction.”

I knew that North Korea had abducted Japanese people in the past, but I didn't have much interest in it.

At such time, my mother showed me the movie “Megumi.” I watched the anime at 1.5x speed. However, now that I
think about it, I am ashamed of myself and wonder why I acted in such a way without thinking about the abductees or
the person who made the movie.

When I learned about what happened to Megumi on the day of her abduction, and I imagined the fear she felt at that
time, I felt anger and pain. After watching that movie, something in my heart clearly changed.

A while later, I knew there was a lecture by Sakie Yokota, Megumi’s mother, so I attended the lecture and met her for
the first time. After hearing her story directly, I felt that she has never given up and is living every minute of her life
strongly. On the other hand, she seemed like a normal person to me. In other words, people who were living a normal life
just like me suddenly became victims.

Apart from this lecture, when I heard the words of the family of Miyoshi Soga, another abductee, I realized that it
wasn't just an abductee that was robbed, but also very precious time. Even if the abductees return to Japan, the precious
time will never come back. I realized that they had been robbed of all the time such as time around the table with family
and time with friends at school.

Now that I understand the feelings of abductees and their families more deeply, what can I, a high school student, do
for them?

I am currently studying abroad. Far away from Japan, I am thinking about “the abduction”

and imagine what the abductees and their families feel, and wondering what I can do.

I believe that most Japanese have the same feelings about “the abductions” no matter where they are. Or rather, this
feeling should be shared all over the world. However, I suppose that many people in the world don’t know about “the
abduction.” I asked my homestay family and friends from countries other than Japan if they knew about “the abduction.”
Their answer was “No.”

In Japan, everyone knows about “the abduction.” However, I realized that there are many people outside of Japan who
don't know about it.

Therefore, I believe that talking about “the abduction” with my friends and teachers in countries other than Japan and
thinking about positive solutions together with people around the world is what I can do as a high school student.

I believe that we should not only face the issue of “the abduction” within Japan, but the entire world. Let's do our best
and never give up until the end.
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